
WEDNESDAY, September 26 

“Three Scenes from Sixteenth-Century Religious Conquest”
Dr. Laura Ammon


Unpacking of the history of Aztec religious practice from the 11th to the 16th century is challenging. The 
Aztecs conquered many cities in Mexico and the trading of goods and people brought about the expansion 
of their gods.  Everywhere for the Aztecs was religion, in the forest, in the deserts and in the cities, these 
were places where gods were present and they did their rituals. So when Christianity arrived on the shores 
of Mexico, it came with its own set of gods and rituals: Jesus, God, the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Mary. And 
they brought their map of the world defining where and when they could talk to God along with an army to conquer the New World territory for Spain and for Christ. I hope to shed light on three examples of that 
time that show how the native peoples both adopted and resisted Christianity in that first century of 
conquest in Mexico.  
TUESDAY, October 30

“How to Disappear: Race and University Spaces”


Dr. Michael Eng


If race is not a biological reality, as many philosophers of race and critical race theorists maintain, then 
why does it seem to have real effects in the world? This talk addresses the real ‘unreality’ of race by 
treating race phenomenologically—that is, in terms of how race appears, and specifically, how appearing 
as a racialized person can often constitute an experience of disappearance or invisibility. I will present 

work on the phenomenology of race in conjunction with work on the phenomenology of space, taking as 
a case study the design of campus architecture. 


TUESDAY, November 27
“Is Alexa My Neighbor?: The Future of Religion and Artificial Intelligence”

Dr. Randy Reed


The advent of home artificial intelligence devices like Amazon Echo (“Alexa”), Google Home, and 
Apple’s Siri represent a first incursion of artificial intelligence into the homes of Americans. The 
prediction is that A.I.s will continue to become more intelligent over time and even begin to develop 
unique personalities in response to their users.  Might such A.I.s be perceived as religious persons? And 
if so, what strategies might the church use for their inclusion? I will examine two examples where the 
church designated peoples in certain categories outside the religious sphere of salvation and then came 
to accept and in some cases celebrate these groups as part of God’s plan. I will then talk about how the 
church might think about A.I. in the future.
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