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ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Appalachian State University    Boone, NC


Professor and Department Chair of Philosophy & Religion, 2014-present. 

Western Carolina University    Cullowhee, NC


Professor of Philosophy and Religion, 2008-14; Department Head, 2008-2013.
Wesleyan College
Macon, GA

Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies, 2007-08; Department Chair, 2005-08.


Associate Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies, 2001-2007.


Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies, 1996-2001.

EDUCATION

University of Chicago Divinity School    Chicago, Illinois


M.A., Ph.D. Philosophy of Religion, 1995.




Dissertation advisors: Paul J. Griffiths and Franklin Gamwell 

Rollins College    Winter Park, Florida


Honors B.A., Philosophy and Religion, 1986.

PUBLICATIONS

Single-Authored Books

Realism and the Study of Religions (under review with University of Chicago Press).

Philosophy and the Study of Religions (Wiley-Blackwell, 2014).

[Reviewed in Philo 16:2; in a three-review roundtable in Journal of the American Academy of Religion 83:1; in the International Journal for Philosophy of Religion 77:1; in a three-review roundtable in Sophia 53:3; in a four-review roundtable in Method and Theory in the Study of Religion; in the Australasian Journal of Philosophy 93:1; in Religious Studies Review 40:3; and in the Journal of Religion (forthcoming)]

Books as Contributing Editor


The Blackwell Companion to Religious Diversity (Wiley-Blackwell, forthcoming, 2016).


Thinking through Rituals: Philosophical Perspectives (Routledge, 2004).


Thinking through Myths: Philosophical Perspectives (Routledge, 2002).  
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Peer-Reviewed Research Articles and Book Chapters 

“Imagining Religion in Antiquity: A How To,” in Nickolas Roubekas, ed., Theorizing 



‘Religion’ in Antiquity: From Eusebeia to Impietas (Equinox, in progress).


“A Realist Social Ontology of Religion,” Religion (under review).


“Reasonable Religion: Philosophy and the Normative Questions,” in Jeffrey J. Kripal, ed., 



Religion: A Next Generation Handbook (Macmillan, 2015). 


“What Isn’t Religion?,” Journal of Religion 93:3 (July 2013): 291-318.


“The Social Construction of ‘Religion’ and its Limits: A Critical Reading of Timothy Fitzgerald,” 



Method and Theory in the Study of Religion 24:2 (2012): 97-117.

“Rationality, Relativism, and Religion: The Case of Peter Winch,” Sophia: International Journal 



for Philosophy of Religion, Metaphysical Theology and Ethics 48: 4 (November 2009): 


399-413; reprinted in Mihaela Gligor and Sherry Sabbarwal, eds, Patterns in Philosophy 


and Sociology of Religions (Rawat, 2011).

“Heresy, Humanism, and Heroism in The Life of Brian,” in George Reisch and Gary Hardcastle, 



eds., Monty Python and Philosophy (Open Court Press, 2006): 13-23.


“Bruce Lincoln’s Philosophy,” Method and Theory in the Study of Religion 17:1 (2005): 44-58.


“Religion, Models of, and Reality: Are We Through With Geertz?,” Journal of the American 



Academy of Religion 73: 2 (June 2005): 429-52.


“Ritual Metaphysics,” Journal of Ritual Studies 18:1 (2004): 77-90.


“The Study of Religious Belief after Davidson,” Method and Theory in the Study of Religion 14: 



3-4 (2002): 335-49.


“Myth and Metaphysics,” International Journal for Philosophy of Religion 48:2 (October 2000):  



65-80.


“Metaphysics in Dōgen,” Philosophy East and West 50:1 (January 2000): 34-55.

“The General and the Particular in Theravāda Ethics: A Response to Charles Hallisey,” The 


Journal of Buddhist Ethics 4:1 (1997) [http://jbe.la.psu.edu/]; reprinted in Charles 



Mathewes, et al, eds, Comparative Religious Ethics (Routledge, 2015).

“Problems for a Complete Naturalism,” American Journal of Theology and Philosophy 15:3 


(September 1994): 269-91.

Journal Responses and Debates 

 “Towards a Philosophy of Religious Studies: A Response to Critics,” Method and Theory in the 



Study of Religion 27:4 (September 2015).
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Journal Responses and Debates (continued)


 “The Weird Place of God Debates in the Academic Study of Religion,” The Journal for Cultural 



and Religious Theory`14:2 (April 2015): 424-9.

“Should Philosophy of Religion do More? A Response to Critics,” Journal of the American 



Academy of Religion 83:1 (March 2015): 253-60.


 “Theorizing Religion and the Role of Philosophy,” Method and Theory in the Study of Religion 


27:1 (January 2015).


“The Future of Philosophy of Religion: A Response to Critics,” Sophia 53:3 (September 2014): 



383-8.

“Embodied Critical Realism,” Journal of Religious Ethics 42:1 (March 2014): 167-79.

“After We Deconstruct ‘Religion,’ Then What? A Case for Critical Realism,” Method and Theory 



in the Study of Religion 25: 1 (January 2013): 107-12.


“Process Thought and Bridge Building: A Response to Stephen White,” Process Studies 40:2 



(Fall-Winter 2012): 370-76.

 “Assessing Wesley Wildman’s Religious Philosophy as Multidisciplinary, Comparative 


Inquiry,” Sophia 51: 2 (June 2012): 303-9.


“New Directions for Philosophy of Religion: Four Proposals,” Studies in Religion / Sciences 



Religieuses 41:1 (March 2012): 46-56.

Other Published Articles

“Groups as Subjects,” Journal of Critical Realism (forthcoming).


“What is Philosophy of Religion?,” philosophyofreligion.org (December 10, 2014). 



(http://philosophyofreligion.org/?p=51868).


“Religious Pluralism: A Check-Up,” Religious Studies Review 40:1 (March 2014): 1-7.

“Realism and ‘Religion’: An Interview with Kevin Schilbrack,” Bulletin for the Study of Religion 



January 16, 2013 (www.equinoxpub.com/blog/2013/01/6253/).


“Myth [Addendum],” in Donald M. Borchert, ed., The Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2nd ed. 


(Thomson Gale/Macmillan, 2006).


“On the Use of Philosophy in the Study of Rituals,” in Kevin Schilbrack, ed., Thinking through 


Rituals: Philosophical Perspectives (Routledge, 2004): 1-30.


“Religious Diversity and the Closed Mind,” Journal of Religion 83:1 (January 2003): 100-7.
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Other Published Articles (Continued)


“Teaching Comparative Religious Ethics: A Review Essay,” Journal of Religious Ethics 30:2 


(Summer 2002): 297-312.


“On the Use of Philosophy in the Study of Myths,” in Kevin Schilbrack, ed., Thinking through 


Myths: 
Philosophical Perspectives (Routledge, 2002): 1-17.
Book Reviews 


Stephen S. Bush, Visions of Religion: Experience, Meaning, and Power (OUP, 2014) in Faith 



and Philosophy (forthcoming).
Review of James Kraft, The Epistemology of Religious Disagreement: A Better Understanding 

(Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), in Religious Studies and Theology (forthcoming).
Review of Morgan Luck, ed., Philosophical Explorations of New and Alternative Religious 

Movements (Ashgate, 2012), in the Journal of the American Academy of Religion 81:1 (March 2013).


Review of Robert C. Neville, Realism in Religion: A Pragmatist's Perspective (SUNY, 2009), in 



the International Journal for Philosophy of Religion 70: 3 (December 2011).


Review of Derek S. Jeffreys, Spirituality and the Ethics of Torture (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009), 



in the Journal of Religion 90:3 (July 2010).


Review of Matthew Bagger, The Uses of Paradox: Religion, Self-Transformation, and the Absurd 

(Colombia University Press, 2007), in the Journal of Religion 89:2 (April 2009).


Review of John Clayton, Religions, Reasons, and Gods: Essays in Cross-Cultural Philosophy of 



Religion (Cambridge UP, 2007), in the International Journal for Philosophy of Religion 



62:3 (2007).


Review of John Cottingham, The Spiritual Dimension: Religion, Philosophy, and Human Value 



(Cambridge University Press, 2005), in the Journal of Religion 87:2 (April 2007).


Review of Jean Bethke Elshtain, Just War on Terror (Basic Books, 2004), in the Journal of the 



American Academy of Religion 74:2 (June 2006).


Review of William Lad Sessions, Reading Hume’s Dialogues (Indiana UP, 2002), in Faith and 



Philosophy 22:3 (July 2005).
Review of Emyr Vaughan Thomas, Wittgensteinian Values (Ashgate, 2001), in Method and 
Theory in the Study of Religion 16:4 (2004).


Review of Warren G. Frisina, The Unity of Knowledge and Action (SUNY, 2002), in the Journal 



of Religion 83:4 (October 2003).

Review of Thomas Kasulis, Intimacy or Integrity (Hawaii, 2002), in the International Journal for 



Philosophy of Religion 54:1 (August 2003).

Review of Berel Dov Lerner, Rules, Magic and Instrumental Reason (Routledge, 2002), in 

Method and Theory in the Study of Religion 15:1 (2003).

Review of Robert C. Neville, The Comparative Religious Ideas Project (3 vols.; SUNY, 2001), in 

the International Journal for Philosophy of Religion 52:3 (December 2002).

Review of David Ray Griffin, Reenchantment without Supernaturalism (Cornell UP, 2001), in the 

Journal of the American Academy of Religion 70:3 (September 2002).

Review of David J. Kalupahana, ed., Buddhist Thought and Ritual (Motilal Banarsidass, 2001), in 
The Tibet Journal 27: 3-4(Autumn-Winter, 2002).

Review of Nancy K. Frankenberry and Hans H. Penner, eds., Language, Truth, and Religious 


Belief (Scholars Press, 1999), in the International Journal for Philosophy of Religion 


49:1 (Feb 2001). 
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Book Reviews (Continued)


Review of Joan Stambaugh, The Formless Self (SUNY, 1999), in the Journal of Religion 80:3 


(July 2000).


Review of Dale S. Wright, Philosophical Meditations on Zen Buddhism (Cambridge UP, 1998), 


in the International Journal for Philosophy of Religion 47:3 (June 2000). 


Review of Donald Wiebe, The Politics of Religious Studies (St. Martin’s, 1999), in the Journal of 


Religion 80:1 (January 2000).

Review of Charley D. Hardwick and Donald A. Crosby, eds., Pragmatism, Neo-Pragmatism, and 


Religion (Peter Lang, 1997), in the International Journal for Philosophy of Religion 46:1 



(August 1999).


Review of D. Z. Phillips, ed., Rush Rhees on Philosophy and Religion (Cambridge UP, 1997) in 



the Journal of Religion 79:1 (January 1999).


Review of Daniel A. Dombrowski, Analytic Theism, Hartshorne, and the Concept of God 



(SUNY, 1996), 
in Process Studies 27:1-2 (Spring-Summer 1998).


Review of Jay L. Garfield, The Fundamental Wisdom of the Middle Way (Oxford UP, 1995), in 



The Tibet Journal 22:2 (Summer 1997).

Review of Arvind Sharma, Advaita Vedanta and Philosophy of Religion (Penn State, 1995) in 



Philosophy East and West 47:4 (October 1997).

Review of Thomas Dean, ed., Religious Pluralism and Truth (SUNY, 1995), in the Journal of 



Religion 77:3 (July 1997).

Review of Peter H. Van Ness, Spirituality, Diversion, and Decadence (SUNY, 1992), in the 



Journal of Religion 74:2 (April 1994).

HONORS AND FELLOWSHIPS


Visiting Scholar, University of Uppsala, Sweden, May 20-26, 2016 (scheduled).


Fellow, NEH Summer Seminar for College Teachers: “The Study of Religion,” Directors: 



Charles Mathewes and Kurtis Schaeffer, The University of Virginia, Summer 2011.


Fellow, AAR/Luce Foundation Summer Seminars in Theology of Religious Pluralism and 



Comparative Theology, Director: John Thatamanil, Summers 2010 and 2011. 



Fellow, NEH Summer Seminar for College Teachers: “Religious Diversity and the Common 



Good,” Director: Alan Wolfe, Boston College, Summer 2005.


President, American Academy of Religion/Southeast Region, 2003-4.


Senior Fellow, Center for the Study of World Religions, Harvard University, 2002-3. 


Participant, Fulbright-Hays Faculty Development Seminar in Taiwan/Thailand, Summer, 
2001.


Recipient, UMC Exemplary Teacher award, Wesleyan College, 1999.


Recipient, “Honors Professor,” Teaching award selected by Honors students, Wesleyan 



College, 1999.


Author and Grantee, Georgia Humanities Council Conference Grant, 1998.


Author and Grantee, American Academy of Religion Collaborative Grant, 1997.


$10,000 Prize, Templeton Foundation Competition for Courses in Science and Religion, 1997.


Fellow, NEH Summer Seminar for College Teachers: “Zen Buddhist Philosophy: Traditional, 



Modern, and Beyond,” Director: Thomas Kasulis, Ohio State University, Summer 1997.


Fellow, NEH Summer Seminar for College Teachers: “Justice and Compassion in the Buddhist 



and Christian Traditions,” Dir.: Jock Reeder and Donald Swearer, Brown Univ., 1996.


Fellow, Institute for the Advanced Study of Religion (awarded to students whose dissertation 



proposals “display unusual promise”), University of Chicago, 1992-3.


Bruce Wavell Prize for Outstanding Senior in Philosophy, Rollins College, 1986.


Honors program B.A., awarded cum laude, 1986.
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INVITED LECTURES
Invited Talk: “The Role of Comparison in Philosophy of Religion,” Philosophy of Religion 


Workshop, University of Chicago, January 6, 2016 (scheduled).

Invited Lecture: “Imagining Religion: A How To,” Wake Forest University, October 22, 2015.

Plenary Speaker: “Critical Realism and the Study of Religions,” at Notre Dame University, July 

31, 2015.

Invited Speaker: “Nonconceptualism and Religious Experience,” at Avila University, Kansas 

City, MO, March 9, 2015.

Invited Speaker: “The Category of ‘Experience’ in the Academic Study of Religions,” at the 


Directions in the Study of Religion Conference, Lehigh University, Oct. 28, 2014.


Invited Speaker: “Philosophy and the Study of Religions,” at the NEH Summer Seminar on “The 



Study of Religion,” at the University of Virginia, July 21, 2014.

Plenary Speaker: “The Epistemology of Religious Disagreements,” Religious Disagreement

Conference, Utah Valley Univ., September 19, 2013.


Invited Lecture: “What Rituals Teach: A Philosopher’s View” Amherst Univ., April 15, 2013. 


Stringfellow Lecture: “Are Religions out of Touch with Reality?,” Drake Univ., April 3, 2012.


Carswell Lecture: “The Future of Philosophy of Religion,” Wake Forest, February 15, 2012.


Guest lecturer: ReSET Seminar on “Religion: Maximalism and Minimalism,” Open Society 



Foundation, Svetlogorsk, Russia, July 30-August 6, 2011.


George E. Howard Lecture: “The Academic Study of Religion: A Map with Bridges,” at the 



University of Georgia Graduate Department of Religion, April 13, 2011.


Invited Lecture: “Religions: Are There Any?” Wake Forest University, March 30, 2009.

SCHOLARLY PRESENTATIONS

“Religious/Secular: Can the Line be Erased?” at the Sacred Literature/Secular Religion 



Conference, LeMoyne University, NY, October 2, 2015.


Respondent, Panel on Philosophy and the Study of Religions, at the NAASR Annual Meeting, in 



San Diego, November 16, 2014.


“The Academic Study of Religion and the Truth Question,” at the Annual National Meeting of 



the American Academy of Religion, San Diego, CA, November 17, 2014.

“The Metaphysics of Religious Pluralism,” IARPT Annual Conference, Manitou Springs, CO, 


June 11, 2014.


Respondent, Panel on Philosophy and the Study of Religions, at the Philosophy, Religion, and 



Public Policy conference, University of Chester, UK, April 8, 2014.

Respondent, Panel on Philosophy and the Study of Religions, at the South Carolina Society of 



Philosophy, in Greenville, SC, February 14, 2014.


“Method and Theory in the Study of Religion after 25 years: Where Does Philosophy Fit?” at the 



Annual National Meeting of the 
AAR, Baltimore, MD, November 17, 2013.


“Religious Practices as Texts” at the Return of the Text Conference, LeMoyne University, NY, 



September 27, 2013 and at the AAR, Baltimore, MD, November 16, 2013.


“Are There Religious Facts? A Response to Randy Rama” at the Society for Philosophy of 



Religion annual meeting, Hilton Head, SC, February 28, 2013.


“Christian Smith and Embodied Critical Realism” at the Annual National Meeting of the 


American Academy of Religion, Chicago, IL, November 17, 2012.


“Religious Metaphysics and Critical Realism” at the Religion, Education and Critical Realism 



Conference, Oxford Brookes University, UK, September 8, 2012.


“Teaching the Ethics of War,” at the 9th Biennial Personalist Conference, Cullowhee, NC, 


August 1, 2012.
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PRESENTATIONS (Continued)


“What We can Learn about the Nonreligious from Theology of Religions” at the Nonreligion 



and Secularity Research Network, University of London, Goldsmiths, UK, July 5, 2012.


“Religious Philosophy as Multidisciplinary, Comparative Inquiry” at the Society for 



Philosophy of Religion annual meeting, Savannah, GA, February 25, 2012.


“Does Schleiermacher have a Theory of Religion?” at the Annual National Meeting of the 



American Academy of Religion, San Francisco, CA, November 8, 2011.


“What Isn’t Religion?” at the University of Georgia, lecture to the public, April 13, 2011. 

 
“Interpretation, Explanation, and Clifford Geertz,” panel organizer and presider, at the Annual 



National Meeting of the AAR, Atlanta, GA, November 8, 2010.


“Response to Stephen White,” at the Politics as a Moral Question conference, The University of 



Chicago, October 15-16, 2010.


“Must Religious People have Religious Beliefs?” at the 20th Meeting of the International 



Association for 
the History of Religion, Toronto, Canada, August 19, 2010.


“Possible Futures for Philosophy of Religion: Four Proposals,” at the 20th Meeting of the 



International Association for the History of Religion, Toronto, Canada, August 19, 2010.


“Fitzgerald and the Deconstruction of ‘Religion’” at the Annual National Meeting of the 



American Academy of Religion, Montréal, Canada, November 8, 2009.


“The Role of Philosophy in the Study of Religions,” Invited panelist, at the American Academy 



of Religion (Southeast Regional Meeting), in Greensboro, NC, March 7, 2009.


“Moral Realism, Metaphysics, and Pragmatism,” at the Annual National Meeting of the 



American Academy of Religion, San Diego, CA, November 17, 2007.


“Religious Tolerance and the Varieties of Pluralism: A Response to Hasker,” at the Society for 



Philosophy of Religion annual meeting, Hilton Head, SC, March 4, 2007.


“Kicking Stones with Donald Davidson,” at the North American Association for the Study of 



Religion annual meeting, Philadelphia, PA, November 19, 2005.


Presidential Address: “How Many Religions Can Be True?” at the American Academy of 



Religion (Southeast Regional Meeting), in Atlanta, GA, March 5, 2004.

 
“Bruce Lincoln’s Philosophy,” at the American Academy of Religion (Southeast Regional 



Meeting), in Atlanta, GA, March 5, 2004.


“The Next Pluralistic Philosophy of Religions,” at the Society for Philosophy of Religion annual 



meeting, Mobile, AL, March 4, 2004.


“Pragmatism and Comparative Philosophy,” at the Annual National Meeting of the American 



Academy of Religion, in Atlanta, GA, November 24, 2003.


Invited Panel Respondent, Third Annual Research Symposium of the Religion, Health and 



Healing Initiative of the CSWR, Harvard University, May 15, 2003.


“The Philosophical Study of Ritual,” panel organizer and presider, Annual National Meeting of 



the American Academy of Religion, in Toronto, Canada, November 19, 2002.


 “Philosophy and Embodied Action,” at the Religion, Health, and Healing Initiative Brown Bag 


Lunch Series, Harvard University, October 22, 2002.


“Ritual, Worldview, and Metaphysics,” at the Annual National Meeting of the American 


Academy of Religion, in Denver, CO, November 19, 2001.


“Religions as Models of Reality: An Evaluation of Geertz,” at the American Academy of 


Religion, Southeast Regional Meeting, in Charlotte, NC, March 15, 2001.


“William James amid Religious Pluralism,” at the Annual National Meeting of the American 


Academy of Religion, in Nashville, TN, November 18-21, 2000.


“Religious Studies as a Tripartite Field,” at the Future of the Study of Religion Congress, in 



Boston, MA, September 13, 2000.
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PRESENTATIONS (Continued)


“Religious Studies after Davidson,” at the Highlands Institute for American Religious and 



Philosophical Thought conference, June 25, 2000.


“Towards a Neo-Pragmatic Philosophy of Religion: Rorty’s Romantic Polytheism,” at the Society 



for Philosophy of Religion annual meeting, Charleston, SC, March 2, 2000.



“Arguments against Post-mortem Existence: A Response to Robert Holyer,” at the Society for 



Philosophy of Religion annual meeting, Hilton Head, SC, March 6, 1999.


“Strategies for Teaching Asian Thought,” at the Association of Asian Studies conference, The 



University of Georgia, January 16, 1999.


 “Myth and Metaphysics,” at the Myth and Philosophy conference held at Wesleyan College, 



Macon, GA, April 18, 1998.


“Davidson, Pragmatism, and Metaphysics,” at the Annual National Meeting of the American 



Academy of Religion, in San Francisco, CA, November 24, 1997.


“Metaphysics and the Cognitive Aspect of Myths,” at the Southeast Regional Meeting of the 



American Academy of Religion, in Macon, GA, March 15, 1997. 

SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION

Editorial Board, Journal of the American Academy of Religion, 2007-present.


Editorial Board, Method and Theory in the Study of Religion, 2013-present. 


Editorial Board, Body & Religion, 2014-present.


Book Review Editor, International Journal for Philosophy of Religion, 2010-15.


Book Review Editor, Body & Religion, 2014-present.


Advisory Board, Blackwell Companion to Religious Ethics, under the general editorship of 



William Schweiker (3 vols.), 2013-present.


Steering Committee, AAR, Philosophy of Religion Section (two terms), 2002-08; Body & 



Religion group, 2014-19.

Campus Director, Rhodes Consultation on the Future of Church-Related Colleges, 2000-03.  



Successfully wrote two $5000 Institutional Renewal Grants (2002, 2003).


Project Director, responsible for conception, organization, and grant writing for a conference 



with thirteen invited participants, on “Myth and Philosophy,” open to the campus and to 



the public; Wesleyan College, April 18-19, 1998.

Book manuscript review for:



Oxford University Press

Mercer University Press

Routledge


SUNY Press


Wiley-Blackwell

Springer


Columbia University Press
Palgrave Macmillan

Yale University Press

Article review for:



The Journal of Religion 

Journal of the American Academy of Religion
Religious Studies

Method and Theory in the Study of Religions


Religion


The Journal of Religion and Film


Sophia



International Journal for Philosophy of Religion


Communication Theory

The Journal of Buddhist Philosophy


Religion Compass

American Journal for Philosophy and Theology 



The Journal of Ritual Studies
Journal of Cultural and Religious Theory  
